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II. SUMMARY OF SVIDZIC3: 


Somatime durin: the first wook in Juno, 1944 between 1,200 
and 1,500 american prisoners of war woro transportod by truck from tho 
Daven Fonal Colony tc Davao City. Tho men wore tied tcgether by rope 
around their waists and crowded into trucks. Thoy were blindfolded and 
required to keep thoir henie in viow. Many cf the sick prisonors and 
evan amputecs on crutches werd required to stand durin: tho 25-mile-trip. 
If it was thoucht that any of the men were pecking, they were struck with 
Clubs or rifle butts by the guards. Many wero sufforing from pori-beri 
and during the rouch trin thoir flosh was rubbed raw against the sides of 
tho trucks. Some men fainted and woro hold up only by the rope, tying 
the prisoners toze off the circulaticn of 
ety ni mes in ks BeiN be PAT ( 37, 44). 
"Hon they arrived in ¢ 


holds cf @ small unmarkod froicht ship that had no 


carryinsz a cargo of coal. The ship stayed in the harbor a few days and 
thon sailod with a convoy. The moro seriously ill wore 4n one hold where 
thoro was room for them to lie down ina crowded condition. Tho ship 
travolod close to the ehore during the day ani cnahored at night. The 
prisonors were allowed a froo run of the ship until thoy wore near Zan— 
pboange whore a Lt. el John MAGES and a Lt. “ILIS escaped over the 
side of the ship. Jcor the remaining days of the trip the prisoners were 

eStay in the hold. Thorse vas not onouzh room for them to lie 
jown and it was necessary for thom to sleep in shifts. The only latrine 
facilities wore » few 5-cellon cans that wore loworead into the hold, as 
many of the men were suffering from dysontery and diarrhea ‘they often 
wore forced to relieve themselves before these latrino cans became avail- 
able. The hatches were kept almost completely covorod. The men nover : 
had oncuch wator to drink and what was provided was not complotely dis- 
tilled. Tho tomporature «f the hold was ostimated at 120 to 125 degreos 
Fahrenhoit and many suffored from hoat prostration. The food consisted 
of emall amount of rico and thin soup. Some of the soup had boen mado 
from spoiled moat which probably aneravated the sickened condition of tho 
mon. aftor the escave of tho two officors, tho rations were decreased 80 
that it was estimated that the amoricans rocoived about one-sixth of the 
amount recoived by tho Japanoso (R 2, 7, 11, 12, 18, 17, 20, 23, 27, 30, 
33, 37, 48, 46, 47, 51, 54). 


Around 12 or 14 Juno 1941, tho ship arrived at Cebu where 

the men wore all put ashore. Meny of thom had to be carried because of 
thoir weakened condition. The soricusly 411 were crowdod into » barracke 
and tho sthors were put into a small opon area inside an :1d Spanish fort 
believed to have boon called Fort San Pedro. It rainod part of the timo 
and the prisoners were ztiven no sheltor either day or night. There were 
no latrino facilities ani the mon had to desimate letrine areas on the 
open round (2 2, 13, 27, 27, 54). 
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after two or threo days at Cebu, the prisonore were loaded 
into the holde of another larger unmarked formor coal ship- It was in- 
festod with rate and mice. Thouch thie ship was larger, they wero crowdod 
worse than before, Tho physical condition of the mon was worse As they 
were woak ani sick from malnutrition. Some of the mon wore unable to 
stand, their norves wore shattered and thoir rations were so small that 
fist-fights occurred over a spoonful of rico. The men were not allowed 
on deck. ‘Tho sanitary facilitioe again consieted of Sallon cans and 
because of illness many of the mon were unable to control their powols. 
The vontilation, food and sanitary conditione on this ship wore in gon- 
eral the same as on tho provious ship. Howevor, some modical supplise 
wore finally givon to Amorican modical officors. About 24 June 1944, 
they arrived in Manila Bay. On 26 June 194, Lt. Villian "DEN of 
Minneapolis, Minnosota, diod. This is the only death recorded during 
the voyage. The men disombarked at Pier 7. The litter patients were 
takon by truck to Old Bilibid Prison in Manila, while the others were 
compelled to walk through tho streets to Bilibid (R 2, 3, 7, 14, 17, 20, 
27, 30, 37, 54, 55). Later, most of the mon wore sent to the Cabanatuan 
Prison Camp. Bilibid and Cabanatuan are tho subjects of separate reports. 
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